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In these unusual times going to the field is not possible. I do however continue my 

ministry of being a blessing to others on the phone and on line. I continue to help 

and comfort my Jewish friend who recently lost her husband. My sister-in-law is 

grieving the loss of her husband and father in a short time frame. As I go about 

my day to day activities I continue to bless and lift people up. 

As we go about our day to day activities lets not forget to be thankful. 

 

                                         Rejoice always!   1 Thessalonians 5:16 

                                                 

 

Today when one thinks Thanksgiving they immediately think turkey dinner.  
 
Thanksgiving is historically a Christian holiday, though like many holidays it has 
become a secular holiday with little or no religious significance.  
+It originally goes back to the time of the early Puritan colonies that came to 
America from England, though not precisely in the way we often think.  
We normally think of the "First Thanksgiving" as the harvest celebration shared 
between the Plymouth Pilgrims and their Native American neighbors in the fall of 
1671, but this is not actually where the holiday came from.  

https://carm.org/is-it-okay-to-celebrate-extra-biblical-christian-holidays


While there really was such a celebration that year, it was a minor event in the 
colony's history that was not commemorated or even much remembered. 
Americans attribute their Thanksgiving tradition to the New England Puritans, but 
they didn't think of it as a memorial of any particular historical event. Instead, it 
was a celebration of their present thanks for God's blessings here and now, often 
mixed with repentance of present sins.  
 
 In Canada the first national Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1859. It was organized 
by the leaders of the Protestant clergy, who appropriated the holiday of American 
Thanksgiving, which was first observed in 1777 and established as a national day 
of “public thanksgiving and prayer” in 1789. 
It began as a day of giving thanks and sacrifice for the blessing of the harvest and 
of the preceding year.  

Today many celebrate Thanksgiving merely as a secular holiday or family day. But 
it’s roots do lie in the Church and thanking God.  

Whether at the time of holidays or otherwise, a heart of thanksgiving ought to 
define the Christian life.   

 
in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.                    
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
When we look to the Bible and the Feasts of Israel we can see a celebration of 
thanks by God’s people that also occurs in the fall. Sukkot, The feast of 
Tabernacles. 
A major category of Jewish holidays are the pilgrimage festivals. Described in the 
Old Testament as celebrating both agricultural festivals and historical events in 
the history of the Jewish people, these three holidays were set aside in biblical 
times for people to travel to the ancient Temple in Jerusalem to make their 
offerings to God in thanks.  

These three holidays are Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot. 

Sukkot also known as Feast of Booths or Tabernacles is the pilgrimage that occurs 
in the fall and is closest to Thanksgiving.   
It is an agricultural festival that originally was considered a thanksgiving for the 
fruit harvest.  
 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Tisha_BAv/Ideas_and_Beliefs/The_Temple.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Sukkot.shtml


Sukkot is the only holiday whose date does not seem to commemorate a historic 
event. The Torah refers to it by two names: “the Festival of Ingathering,” or 
“Harvest Festival” and “Festival of Booths”, each expressing a reason for the 
holiday. 
Sukkot celebrates the wandering of the Israelites in the desert for 40 years after   
their exodus from Egypt and before their arrival in the promised land.  
All this time they had to rely only upon God for food and protection. 
 
What does the Bible say about giving thanks? 

1 Chronicles 16:34   From Psalm 106 
Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! 
For His mercy endures forever.   

 Colossians 4:2                 
Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving.  
Paul mentions having an attitude of thanksgiving many times in the book of 
Colossians, this is one example. 

Philippians 4:6 
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God"  

We can have thankful hearts toward God even when we do not feel thankful for 

the circumstance. We can grieve and still be thankful. We can hurt and still be 

thankful. We can be angry at sin and still be thankful toward God.  Giving thanks 

to God keeps our hearts in right relationship with Him and saves us from a host of 

harmful emotions and attitudes that will rob us of the peace God wants us to 

experience. 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you 
 We are to be thankful not only for the things we like, but for the circumstances 
we don’t like. When we purpose to thank God for everything that He allows to 
come into our lives, we keep bitterness at bay. We cannot be both thankful and 
bitter at the same time. So in this fall season lets,  

                                                    “Rejoice always” 



Pray for all those who have lost loved ones to be comforted in these times. 

Pray for the sick to have speedy recoveries  

Please pray for all the front line workers who are performing essential services. 

Please pray for all those who do not know Jesus and their eternal destiny. 

Please pray that many would turn to God for an answer in these times and in 

doing so the person of Jesus Christ be revealed to them. 

 

Pray for the Toronto Jewish Missions ongoing work of 126 years to continue in 

these days where it is needed as much, if not more so, than ever before. 

 

Please visit our web site:    www.torontojewishmission.com 

You can contribute through Canada Helps: www.canadahelps.org 

Credit card donations can be made by calling 647 439-2936 

Or by cheque through good old-fashioned Canada Post: 

The Toronto Jewish Mission 
PO Box 10070 

North York, ON    M2N 0B6 

You can reach me, Alan Friesner, at:  647-294-2757  

                             Or email me at: torontojewishmission@gmail.com 

  

                                                                    

May the Lord bless you,                       

Alan Friesner, Missionary 

mailto:torontojewishmission@gmail.com

